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Ballway rroblem Solutions by Men
Who Do and Don't Know

What They Are.
All the grotesque proposals t solve

the railway problem are not spilled
Into the public prints merely Try the
leaders of the labor unions employed
by the railroads. The Inexperienced
college professor, the cheap politician,
tho parlor Socialist alike feel quail-fle- d

to tako n whack at It. Perhaps
one of them wouldn't make any worse
wreck of the national transportation
system thnn another, because, which-

ever one had his way, the resulting
wreck would be. In mathematical
terms, 100 per cent.

Tf the scheme submitted by the
railway brotherhoods is merely ridicu-
lous it isn't any more so, for example,
than the recent sugKestlon of Mr.
William J. IIuyan. It is truo thnt
n the proposal of the heads of the
railway brotherhoods Is presented it
bhuws that financial and other essen-

tials have never dawned upon them.
They ask the Government to buy the
roads. Then they ask tho Govern-

ment to provide $500,000,000 of work-iu- R

capital. Then they ask that the
labor engaged by the' roads be per-

mitted to conduct the roads and divide
with tho Government the profits above
the cost of operation.

Tho brotherhoods do not take Into
iKfOiuit the fact that in addition to
the revenues required to operate the
roads a little matter of approximately
$1,000,000,000 a year must be put into
the roads for an indefinite period to
build them up, to extend them nnd
olherwlstj to preserve tnclr present
and future capacity and efficiency.
They do not reckon anything ut all
about the losses.

Can anybody picture n brotherhood
chief when there are two men ou one
mnn's job knocking one of the men
off In an effort to stop l'nr
the railroad business In full of that
trouble. It is one of the things which
are wilting hundreds of millions of
dollars a year of the companies' rev-

enue..
Can anybody picture a brotherhood

chief Insisting, when there is only ono
man on one man's Job, that ho put in
rt full day's work, not only In sitting
on the Job but in sawing wood on It or
2m flred?

Can anybody picture a brotherhood
chief Insisting that nobody should get
n. dollar of pay unless he delivered a
dollar of work?

If uriboily can picture a brother-
hood chief doing those things, then he
can also picture that brotherhood
chief being skyrocketed higher than
Oltderoy's kite by his own brother-hoo-

But Bbyas's proposal is Just as
preposterous. Biitan says the solu-

tion Is for tho Government to own
nnd operate a few great trunk line

so a? to assure a natural
transportation from seacoast to sea-coa-

nnd from border to border, leav-
ing all the others to shift for them-
selves. What does Bryan think
would happen to the great trunk lines
If all the little feeders of tho trunk
lines were left to go to the scrap
heap? What does he think would
happen to the Industrial agencies in
the States, in tho counties, la the
townships?

Then, with tho trunk lines para-
lyzed because the feeders were para-
lyzed, and tho Industrial communities
away from the trunk lines here, there
nnd everywhere paralyzed because
the feeders were paralyzed, what does
Mr. Bryan think would happen to the
nation? '

Contrast the simple, clear thoughts
of a man who, In discussing Uio rail-
way problem, knows what ho Is talk-
ing about. In a few hundred words
Mr. Francis Lee Stuabt, consulting

of the Baltimore nnd Ohio
Railroad, pave tho Americnn Society
of Civil Engineers tho very essence
of the matter. In three sentences wo
may paraphraso his explanation of
iho unescapable needs of our vast
railway yMcm.

'She. llrtit essential of a national
transportation system that can oper
ate at full nnd at the highest f.
flclency 1s an abundance of capital to
build It, to equip It and to keep it up
to a periect

mo second essential Is an abun
dance, of revenues to pay the bills.

aUic third essential la an abundance
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of bralim, energy, enthusiasm and
loyalty to got out of a vast organiza-
tion tho best that is In It. ,

What Government organization,
railway, telegraph, telephone, post of-

fice, custom house, or other depart-
ment, over delivers tho goods of .hat
third essential class to any worth
whllo degree?

To get the high speed, the smooth
running, tho top results of efficiency
there must bo the Individual Interest
nnd zeal of personal ownership, the
Individual resonsc to personal obliga-
tion, the individual devotion to per-
sonal ideals. This, as Mr. Rtuabt
says, means handing back tho rail-

roads to those who own them, who
know them, who love to work at their
Job, who are glad to spend tho last
ouneo of themselves in making it a
good Job.

But, with the hundreds of millions
of dollars of operating expenses which
tins Government has piled and is pil-

ing upon the roads, with tho billions
of dollars which must go as capital
tnto the equipment, extension nnd bet
terment of the roads, handing them
back without any financial help would
pile up a wreck of the greater part
of the whole national transportation
system, killing the Industry nud the
business of the country nnd leaving
tho American people In an economic
chaos scarcely better than Russia's.

Government operation or private
operation, there must be provided co
lossal capital. Ah matters now stinul
the Government must not merely pro-
vide thnt capital; it must put up hun-
dreds of millions oC dollars a year
to cover its operating losses growing
worse nnd worse every day. Bight or
wrong In going Into tho rullwny busi-
ness, tho Government is In. Bight or
wrong in mixing Government finance
with private finance, the Government
is doing It. What, then. Is tho next
step logically and practically?

If tho Government will lend the
railroads money to operate themselves
tho Government will get back Its
money. It will cut off, the Instant it
returns the roads to their owners, tho
prodigious losses which must now be
made up out of the United States
Treasury. The Government will bo
rid of its white elephant. The rail-
way owners will have their properties.
They will command the money they
need to put into them. They can
operate them successfully and serve
the public satisfactorily.

In Mr. Stuart's plan, of course,)
are details ns to rates, powers, con-

solidation-;, protection of the public
and similar Items. But It Is not nec-

essary here to do more than show that
his vision of tho fundamentals, which
escape alike the Garretsons of the
brotherhoods and the Bryan of poli-

tics, Is ns clear as sunshine; his diag-

nosis of the disease Is simplicity It-

self; his remedy not only Is sane
but Is practical.

The Hunt for Revolutionists.
Senator Overman has decided to

postpone the Judiciary Committee in-

quiry Into imported nnd domestic
agitation in the United

States until a general plan of pro-

cedure has been adopted.
His decision Is wise.
Tho resolution authorizing the In-

vestigation is so broad that investi-
gation under its terms might proceed
forever.

It might cover examination of tho
Immigration Service, which U

to keep out enemies of the na-

tion, or to deport them if they blip
pant its Inspectors.

It uilnlit cover Mm tiny of tho
practices of communities

which, by refusing to punish their per-

petrators. Informally license acts of
vlolcnco committed by mobs.

It might explore the purposes of
politicians who cater to lawlessness,
and the effect produced by their wild
utterances.

It might include the Interrogation
of public officers who permit viola-

tions of certnln lnws because they
think a considerable number of the
electors do not like those laws.

It might Justify Interrogation of
the numerous persons who touch a
match to social bonfires Just to sec
tho blaze.

Should the Overman committee de-

cide to go exhaustively into all these
matters and even tho list given here
merely touches the surface of the
eubject a half dozen revolutions
might occur before Its report was
written, nnd thnt document would be
worthless.

At present the Important things to
find out seem to be whether alien
revolutionists or their agents are ac-

tually making trouble here, and In

what degree conditions are better In
communities where tho law is en
forced Impartially thnn they are In

communities where It Is enforced
loosely or not enforced at all.

The New Polish Assembly.

The success of the party headed by
Premier Iqnack Papkrhvvski In Ihe
recent Polish election has been ac
cepted by patriotic Poles hero as an
indication of a deslro of tho Polish
people to bring about a quick nnd sat
isfactory Mittleinent of their political
differences. .Tho Government party,
which is niudo up of n coalition of
Premier Papebf.wski's supporters and
tho friends of General Pii.st'iisKi, the
military commander, vvJU apparently
have a good working majority in the
new Constituent Assembly.

The Intention was evidently to ob-

tain nn expression from nil the dif-

ferent elements of the xiiilntloh, as
there were twenty-on- e nomination
lists prepared under the system of a
proportional representation of all tho
different political parties and various
local factions. Thoro wan an

largo vote for a firt election,
the results showing the cholco of
more than three-fourth- s of nil
thoie eligible to vote. As was the

caso In tho elections In Germany, tho
women exercised tholr right to tho
franchlso to a far greater extent than
was expected. There was apparently
no discrimination against tho Jews,
as they aro reported to have elected
many of their candidate.

The vote of tho Socialist party was
reported as comparatively small. This
party Is made up lnrgcly of tho ex-

treme or radical adherents of Social-
ism ; and the explanation of their Ina-

bility to secure a larger vote Is to be
found in the fear the peopla lmvo
of the encroachments of Bolshevism.
.They have carried on a vigorous fight
against tho spread of tho propaganda
westward from Moscow. Another In-

teresting feature Is tho considerable
representation secured by tho Jewish
voters. This may provo the conten-
tion which Premier Papkhewski has
made that the charges of Jewish op-

pression in Poland wero circulated
largely for political purposes, first by
tho Russians and afterward by tho
Germans, and that "tho Jews of Pollih
birth and origin are as one with us

y In our demand for a strong
and free Poland, as they have been
always."

The Poles will find themselves un-

der the representation of an Assem-
bly as at present constituted in much
better position to como to n definite
understanding with tho Allied coun-
cil upon the question of terrltorlol
boundaries. They and the Czecho-
slovaks have abided by the nctlon of
tho Paris Conference In awaiting a
final decision upon the troublesome
Teschen question. The most difficult
matter for adjustment Is really not
regarding the frontier limitation on
the south nnd west, but regarding
the demands of tho Poles for nn outlet
upon the Baltic. Even this there Is
now reason to believe may be eventu-
ally arranged to their satisfaction.

Coppers Cut for Business.
Copper producers seeking to find a

market In which they could sell their
product cut prices deeply and they
found it For the first time In nearly
three months there was immedlnto
buying. At Inst the hundreds of In-

dustries and trades which can always
uso copper bought ou a normal basis
will go ahead and do business. At
Inst the copper business Itself looks
better becuuse any Industry doing
nothing at all, ns the copper industry
was. is a sick business.

This Is what Tun Sun said, right
after the armistice, must be done by
the producers not only of copper, but
of steel, lumber and all basic mate-
rials required in general industry.
Whether It is copper or steel, wheat
or wool, it is economic lunacy to ex-

pect to be able to sell, by whatever
device, a vast overabundance at fam-
ine prices.

The building trades, the railroad,
the telegraph and telephone lines, the
public utilities, the manufacturers of
machinery, have all wanted to buy
steel and copper and other materials
so that they could start, up pence busi-
ness. But to do peace business they
must operate on it normal basis. They
cannot buy on the abnormal basis of
war when they cannot sell on the
abnormal basis of war. Kicept for
temporary and emergency work, they
waited, they had to wait, until pro-

ducers of basic mnterlals were will
ing to find a market on the way down
to the consumer.

In the last three months not much
of anything ele has, boon the matter
With norma! Industry and busines- s- .

f

nut much of anything hut waiting fori
a market whore industry could supply
Its needs at prices which would per-

mit it to do business and live. When
the producers of all basic materials
aro determined, like tho producers of
copper, to make a market for consum-
ers the industry and business of this
country will begin to grow again to
tho dimensions almost of war indus-
try and business. Set nil the wheels
aturnlng.

One Encouraging Thing About tho
Strike In Seattle.

In the situation created by the gen-

eral strike In Seattle there Is one cle-

ment of comfort nnd hope. It Is the
prompt recognition by tho State and
municipal authorities of their respon-
sibility to maintain public order.

Regardless of the origin of the trou-
ble, the duty ot the authorities is
clear. They must maintain order. This
they have undertaken to do. Mayor
Hanson has guaranteed to preserve
the peace ninl protect law abiding
citizens In tholr ocrupntloiM. Tho
public utilities will bo operated and
food will be supplied regardless of
the strikers.

Tho authorities rejected the Impu-

dent proposal of the strikers that the
men who have quit work shall form
an unofficial city watch; the Mayor
has served notice that he will bvvear In
ns many policemen an may bo needed
to guard the property and Jives of the
citizens; the Governor has called on
the United States for help, and the
War Department has sent troops to
tho disturbed district. City, State
and Federal governments have begun
well, and if they continue iu the same
way men who are willing to work will
bo protected in their Jobs, ami men
who tlo not want to work for the pay
offered will look out for themselves,

A general strike with tho strikers
hold to obedience to the law and the
niithorltloH protecting the citizens gen-

erally may cause Inconvenience, even
hardship, hut It will not create terror.

In o.Nile lxth Von Tirpitz nnd
should recelvo consolation

from the knowledge that their throat
has been fiillllled; German ships aro
landing troops In New York.

Whethor It Is nccldcntal or rot. It Is
rcmarkablo how the ItphMch" ' ,'o

soems tangled with the numhur thir-
teen. He Is now reported ;n intend-
ing to sail from France next Thura- -
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day, tho 18th. Perhaps, slnco this
number has Droved favorablo In bo
many Instances, even the much abused
Fourteen would have fared better had
they been one less.

If tho good old dollar sign in Gov
ernment appropriations and expendi
tures continues to annex an over
Increasing; number of figures, somo
ono will have to devise a system of
numerical abbreviation.

Stipulating that it desires men "of
good physique and accustomed to
discipline and capable of
under nil conditions,'1 tho Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Company advertises for

to till the ranks ot its
platform courtesy squad. All rapid
transit travelling Now Yorkers are
acquainted with this organization and
can well appreciate tho company's
endeavor to get discharged soldiers
because ot their superior training in
handling difficult situations with

and discretion. But even
the splendidly trained soldier who
engages himself for this work may
quickly realize that there is a corollary
to Sherman's proposition about war.

Do tho statisticians who provido for
the public alarming tables showing the
number of unemployed in tho United
States lncludo in tholr lists tho thou-
sands of workers who are striking for
shorter hours, higher pay, lifelong
Jobs or Improved shop conditions?

Qarniany wants to make beer of
American grain. Xtu.$papcr headline.

Can a bono dry nation contemplate
with untroubled conscience the emlo

of Its cereals for transformation Into
alcoholic beveragos?

INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS.
Injuries From Falls the Most Serloas

Problem at llor Island,
from re Hoi Itlant Xeut.

A study of the cause of accidents at
Hog- - Island reveals somo very Interesti-
ng; Information. One would naturally
suppose that the accidents at a plant of
thin kind would be due principally to
moving machinery, handling of riveting
machines and other tools. This Is far
from true. The accidents from ma-
chinery, trains, automobiles, teams,
cranes, pile driving and electrical oqulp-ma-

aggregate only about 2 per cent
of the total accidents, while the han-
dling of air and hand tools Is account-
able for only !J'j per cent.

The two principal sources, totalling
over BO per cent, of all accidents, are
from handling material by band and
from wind particles blown Into the eyes.
Falls are responsible for fi.S per cent,
of the accidents, but are more eerlous
than this proportion would Indicate.

This cause alone, during the past two
months, has been responsible for more
accidents of a serious nature than all
others combined, and Is the greatest
problem confronting Hog Islanders,
from a safety plandpolnt, at the present
time.

Democracy's Faith.
Scene: The oyster bar In a ca.. rrr-son-

An Intelligent looking, well dressed
customer and the chef.

The Customer, tsklng sip of ater-Eddie,

That's that?
Ths Chef Water, Mr. Terkina. What

doea It tuts like?
The Customer It would taste better If

It wasn't hot,
The Chef, crackina; a piece of ice

You'll havs to set. uteri to It now. It's all
ou'll get In a little nhlle.
The Customer Oh, that's a soap bub-

ble.
The Chsf It Is, eh? Well, who Is going

to prick It?
The Customer Why, Wilson, of course.

He'll veto prohibition Just as soon as lis
sets home. You lee If h doesn't.

The Chef Wall, If he does he'll havs
another look In.

The Customer He won't have a look In
n 'a)--

, but he'll veto prohibition.

TRADE BRIEFS.
The Ilrltlsh Government has de. Med to

retain the present organisation for the sal
v. iieiiuua, r uoitue inu war savinsa,,.., permanent part of the na- -
tionai machinery.

Tobacco growing at 53 degrees north lati-
tude nould seem an Impossibility In Amer-
ica, but In the Odense district of Den-
mark, which lies between 35 and f.R de-
crees, the cultivation of tobscco has bean
taken up by many farmers since the war.

There Is only one meat pacVIng estab-
lishment In Venezuela. This la located In
Puerto Cabello and owned by tho Vene-
zuelan Meat and Products Syndicate, a
British corporation. It operates under a
concession from tho Veneiuelan Govern-
ment, riving It exclusive right to preparo
and eiport frosen meat for a period of
fifteen ears dated from 1PB7.

The flrst notary Club In South America
Trts founded at Montevideo !r. the year
1P18. The club Is affiliated with the In-

ternational Association of Rotary Clubs of
Chicago and Is conducted like similar
American tnstltutlona.

Arrangements have been practically com-
pleted by the British Government for the
purchase of this season's wool clip of New
Zealand and the valuation has begun,
with th result that the clip Is found su-

perior to that of last year and somewhat
above normal.

Consul A. I. Carletnn reports that the
exports of tea from Sumatra during June,
IfilS. amounted tn S,n7s.78"i pounds, ngalnst
1.1.0SS pounds In June, 1917, while the ship-
ments from January to the end of June.
tOlR. totallst 10 e.is,73!i pounds, as com-
pared with l,003.i'07 pounds for tho first
half of 1917.

l'lower and bulb raising In Denmark has
been nourishing since the wsr. partlv be.
rnuse of difficult Importation from Holland,
The Dahnfeldt Company, florists and seed
growers, of Odense. Denmark, made a
profit In their last fiscal year of PO per
cent, oo their $M3,000 capital atock.

Tho Italian Central Commission for Har-
bors, Coajts and Ushthouses haa given Its
approval to the proposed plana for en-
larging the port of flpeila. Tho landing
stages are to be Increased hy 2,470 meters
and the harbor basin opposlto excavated
to a depth of eight meters,

Arabian skins coming Into the world
msrkets through l'opt and the Sudan
originate exclusively In Jeddn and places
In tho vicinity of Ierc. They embrace
cattle hides, sheep skins, goat skins nnd
camel hides, and are generally dry salted.
Arabian hides are limited In quantity; the
quality, however. Is excellent.

The total value of the mineral produc-
tion In Canada during 1018 was not less
than t::o,000,000. The total value In 1917

aa 18!),6tH,s:o.

Doughnut Doys.

I wondsrefl why ths Infantry,
Prime favorites ot fame.

Were designated doughboys, for
It aeemed a misfit name.

Those gallant soldiers, hard as nails,
Who vanquished every foe,

8uggssted no such pliable
And spineless thing as dough.

But when I happened tn behold
Those fighters long and lean

Annihilating doughnuts In
A cosey new canteen,

Brown rings ot crispy sweetness of
Th kind that never cloys,

I knew their tills was In full
U. S. A. doughnut bojs.

Mtxrta IiTIKO,

FElBRUARY 8," 1919.

NATURE THE CRIMINAL.

Can All Fermentation Be Stopped by

Constitutional Amendment!
ToTitcKoiTORorTiisSUN Sir: Now

that prohibition has been removed from
the realm of dreams and has become an
established fact by flat of law It will
be Interesting to ace what expedients
will be adopted to enforce it.

The Anti-Saloo- n Leagus says that fer-

mentation and distillation must stop I

All tho Legislatures necessary to back It
up, and inoro too, agree with the league.

Alas! Canuto told tho wet waves the!
same thing, but be had to retire Ig- -,

nomlnlously In the presence or. an nis
courtiers.

Fermentation and distillation are
processes ot nature and take place with
little or no assistance from man. A
leaguo to prohibit tho freezing of water
or the formation of fog would bo fully
as potent as the one which has every-
thing rigged as far as Is humanly pos-

sible to stop fermentation and distil-
lation.

The league should have first got
after naturs and conquered her before
putting mero man to so much unneces-
sary anxiety and Inconvenience.

The making and selling of applo Juice,
which Is surely Innocuous In the form
of sweet elder, cannot be preventod by
the present eaplent law, and what au
army of professional tasters and smell-
ers the taxpayers will have to support
during the apple season In order that
It may be dotcrmlneTl Just when a few
UUIon gallons ot this Invigorating liquid
made at divers tlmea and In various
places Is no longer safe or legal for men
to have on their premises, much less
In their persons.

Where Is our vinegar to come from,
and how can we havo pickles without
vinegar? Will tho fifty-seve- n varieties
hava to shrink to seventeen? I have
a pcrnonal prejudice in favor of pickles,
and protest against any leaguo that
would make It difficult or Impossible for
mo to Indulgo this weakness.

And then, what does the league pro-

pose to do about grape Juice? Surely
this will endure Its scrutiny, but If It
endures In a warm, dark place not
tightly corked, perhaps It will be apt
to chango Its mind about remaining
grape Juice and turn truur on our hands
whether wo like It or not. Is the un-

fortunate owner nnd victim of search
and seliuro to be haled before some aw-

ful tribunal of Justice because nature
has happened to take her course on his
premises?

The homely and omnipresent tea ket-

tle nlso worries me. There Is no getting
away from the fact that those aro In-

struments of the Uevll. for In not each
one a still? and. horrors does not dis-

tilled water actually Issue from Its
spout? Why. then, has there not been
formed ere thW a Society for the Confis-

cation and Abolition of Tea Kettles?
Before we hsd breweries and bakcrle."!

every housewife did her on brewing
ar.d baking. There is a ray of hope that
tho good old times may bo coming back.
Urewlng Is a lost art In the home, along
with spinning, and baking is nearly so;
but who knows but that a revival of
learning may occur In domestic life as
u, result of all this furor sgilnst brew-
eries? if brewing Is a crime. It origi-
nated at the hearthstone and In the
bosom of tho family, and grew until
changing time and economic conditions
led to the establishment of breweries In
our midst.

Bottles of catsup also occasionally
blow their heads off. Is n man to be
fined or Jailed If he happens to have a
bottle of catsup that wishes to change
Its situation?

I might go on nd Infinitum, but I feel
that what I have said Is sufficient to
demonstrate the dire possibilities that
face us. A New Jehsit Phtsician.

Wkstwood, N J., l'obruary ".

A SIMPLIFIED CALENDAR.

How Would the Superstitious Regard
a Year of Thirteen Months!

To tub I'niTon ok The Sun fir; I
ask earnen attention to "A Simplified
v'alendar" brought to public notice by
.Mr. C. W. Bennett of Coldwater, Mich.,
member of the American Association
for 'ha Advancement of Science, a bill
to legalize which was introduced in
Congress April 16, 1018, by J. II, C.
Smith. This Is the bill:

Section 1. That bsglnnlng with th
year 1:0 each year shall have thirteen
montha ot four weeks, or twenty-elgb- t
days each, the added month to bo called
Solstice and to follow June.

8ectlon S. That Monday shall be the
first day of tho week and the 1st, Ith.
loth and Sid days of every month; the
other clajn of the week to follow In rota-
tion In number, making Punday tho sev-

enth day ot the week and the 7tli, ltth,
Jlst and S tli days of every month.

Section :. ths t!::' fcllowlr. the
last day of December, 1913, and tho last
ilsy of December In each subsequent year
hall be called New Year Day. It ahall

be a legal holiday, the first day of the
following year, but not a part of January.

Section i. That In the year li.O and
every fourth year thereafter ahall b an
extra day called Leap Day, to bo placed
between June and Snlatlce, but not to be
a part of either month : Provided, That
thero shall be no Leap Day In the last
year of an) century that is not ilul.-lbl-c

by four hundred
Wo tiow have twelve, months of vary-

ing lciiKth.i, willy continual changes ot
the dnys of the week as compared with
the days of tho month, and wo always
havn to consult a calendar to learn on
what day a future event will occur.

H would avoid much confURlon If all
months wero tho same, for the reason
that salaries, rents, wages and many
olher things are counted by the month.

Tho "Simplified Calendar" would
make Sunday tho day of rest for all ;

at present tho Jews and Adventlsts
observe Saturday as the seventh and
Sabbath day, while Christians otuervo
Sunday, Vktwan,

Nbw York, February '7,

The reialmlst.
To tub KnuoR or The Sl-.- Sir; I

have Jut received it nice blotter from a
firm with whom do business. On the
roverso nido appears this mcssasc of
good fellowship:

"How pleased we nre to see our old
friends, how nlco It Ii to shake hands
with them. No matter how business
presses, we havo always time to greet
them."

It made mo feel good at first, I be-

came positively dreamy.
Then camo the disquieting reflection,

"They mean business." They are nice
peoplo and they do greet tis pleasantly.
Hut If wo lost our business and could
not placo orders with them ? No,
they would be too busy. Money does
not create friendship It kills It. You
know It's true.

Tub Orncg Philosophs.
New York. February 7.

Tho list Cheek,
Knlcker Is Oermany getting food dur-In- g

tha armistice?
Hocker Tcs, but she has to check her

helmet.

THE MILITARY SALUTE.

Beaions of Discipline Sack of an Old

Army Regulation.
To the Editor or Tub Son Sir: Tho

other day I noticed In Tim Sun a letter
which stated the caso of an enlisted
man who, having failed to salute an
ofTlcer, was called down by a provost

guard In the execution of his doty. The
writer. "I. W. 1L," seemed to resent
tho fact that the soldier was repri-
manded, nnd dubs the action of the
provost guard as "unnecessary" and
Bavorlng of "bulldozing."

To me as an Infantry officer who has
Just returned to this country after
seven montha active service at the
front tho lack of courtesy of enlisted
men toward officers Is particularly
noticeable. Tho other day, for example,

missed fifteen soldiers on upper
liroadway, only one of whom saluted. It
was not a Question of falling to see
me; every one of the men saw me, but
deliberately turned his head away when
within saluting distance.

Surely any one can see that sucn
behavior Is not only unmlllUry but
shows that the men are not "playing
the game," Without discipline an army
Is a uselsss affair, and the simple act
of saluting a superior officer Is not only
an act of courtesy common to all
nrmles but also Is the product of disci-
pline and shows the man's efficiency
as a soldier, for If ho Is observing of
the small things you may be sure he
can bo trusted In the big ones.

There Is nothing degrading In salut
ing. On tho contrary It Is a privilege
enjoyed only by members ot the "pro-

fession of arms the profession of Na-

poleon, Wellington, Qr&nt and Lee,"
and Is a sign of mutual recognition be
tween the raembors of the great brotnsr-hoo- d

of fighting men. The humblest
private can thus claim Instant recogni-

tion from the greatest Oeneral in the
land yo, even from the President
himself.

The fact that a soldier Is with a lady
does not entitle him deliberately to Ig-

nore army regulations and with head
averted slouch by his superiors. In-

deed. It should mako him all the more
anxious to conform to military custom,
while the lady herself can often help
In this matter by urging her escort to
be more observant of the time honorsd
courtesies of the army.

New VonK, February 7. C. M". F.

LUCKY GARTER SNAKES.

In Klamath Falls, Oregon, It is a
Crime to KIU Them.

Tn Tut! rmTon or The Sun Sfr: Out
of tho mass of fiction tinctured with fact
that comes to a zoological society is one
.inrv n limit snakes alt the way from Ore
gon that is refreshing. It Is from Kla
math county, a region or rivers, marsnes,
lakes and Modoc Indian legends and
history.

At lClamath Falls, on the Link River,
thoro is a widely celebrated supetabun-,inn- r

rf carter aBakes. variety Eutsenla
fllir.on, nrnhabK. And thev AXO SO thick
that they lis sunning tnemseives in Dana
and bunches. The Oregonians or mat lo-

cality, having acquired better knowledge
of reptiles than most North Americans,

,M. in their and a lo- -

ai nrrifnanoo nrotects these harmless
and graceful little creatures from man's
ruthless cruelty.

The atnrv iroes that recently a New

York travelling salesman was strolling
Into the park where tno garter snanea
congregate, and maddened by seeing so
many more than he ever had seen before,
"at ills worst." seized a club and started
In to exterminate them. A policeman
grabbed him and took him before the
local magistrate.

The serpent stayer had no defence, so

the magistrate warned him and let him
off with a J5 fine. The stranger paid,
but. addressing the court, said:

"four Honor, I am not looking to get
Into contempt of court, but I am hanged
If this Is not the only place in the XI. S.

A. that you could get fined $5 for killing
snakes."

I forget, Is Oregon a prohibition State?
ALLEN P. WILLIAMS,

Director Reptile Study Society of

America.
S'gw York, February 7.

Is Apple Tie Unconstitutional.'
To the EblTon or Thb 8un Sir; Your

correspondent William H. Woodruff
opens up most Interesting possibilities
In respect to secret violations of the
Constitution by means of "frozen elder."

A friend of mine, a very skilled
chemist, has mads the suggestion that
It Is possible to take a piece of apple
pie, charge It heavily with sugar, lay
It away for a few months In a re-

frigerator at a temperature of say 80
drgieoa Tohrcnhclt, then bring it forth,
warm It up a llttlo, when It Is ready
for the hired man If he sees It first.

Could any Jurisconsult prove, to any
Jury, grand or otherwise, that eating
npTUe pie Is unconstitutional?

How would we go about suppressing
apple pie shops with a side entrance?

Bcttrau M. Tate.
Niw York, February 7.

The Militant Tarson's Church.
To tup. EniTon or The Su.v Sir; In

a letter In Tin St'N I have located tho
church of the militant parson of the
nevoliitlon at Caldwell, . .1, when it
is prvtty generally known that the old
meeting house still stands nt Spring-
field.

I feel the hot breath of the hlstorla
sharps on my trail. Will Tub Run do'
me. a favor and make this correction to
aid me to beat them to cover?

FlNDLAT SACKETT.

New Tosk, February 7.

Cornerstones of Fortnne.
To the EnrroR or The Sun sir: By

menus of Thrift Stamps and War Sav-
ings Stamps many thousands of chil-
dren, and grownups too, are saving
money which they never beforo suc-
ceeded In saving.

One girl of fourteen told me she had
filled two books with forty of the War
Stamps valued at nearly 1200 without

, any trouhle, although she had never be-- I
fore saved anything ; sho also said she
hoped to do much better In this year
of 1919.

Thcso stamps are a remarkably good
Investment for all concerned.

Joiif K. Hsownino.
EpnEWAnrs, N. .1., February 7,

"Mara Is Dead,"
"Mara Is dead," tho foola have cried,

"And delivered la the race;
Nevermore shall w be tried

In the terror of his face,"
Hut the dead god with his glance
Stares them out of countenance.

Let th foolish drop their dream
For a purposeful intent,

Till thsy seal his taleful gleam
With the coins ot punishment

!o ths god looks not again
On the happy sons of men

McLAppbviqii Wilson,

CALLS D. S. CAMP IN

FRANCE A DISGRACE

Lodgo Stirs Senate With Re-

port of Insnnitary Condi-

tions nt St. Aignhn.

DEMANDS INVESTIGATION

Soldiers Said to Working as
Laborers Baker Severe-

ly Criticised.

Kpecial Dtifvteh to Tns St.'.
Washington, Feb. 7. Insanitary and

uncomfortable conditions undor which
American troops are living at debarka-

tion camps of Franco and the unjust
retention In service of onllstod men who

are compelled to work at road building
and other ordinary labor despite the fact
they have been enlisted for wholly differ-

ent purposes, furnished the toplo for a
bitter discussion In tho Senate In

the course of which It was asserted that
Secretary Baker's promises of fullest In-

vestigation wore practically meaningless
and devoid of the least clement In cer-

tainty of fulfilment.
The discussion was rreclpltated by

Senator Lodge (Mass.), who read Into
tho RtcorA a telegram from Tresldent
Bush of the .Michigan Society of New
York, In which he said that according to
his Information the conditions at St
Algnan, France, were sufficiently bad to
Justify a Senatorial Investigation. Mr.
Bush's despatch read :

"Hundreds of wounded soldiers return
ing complain of Insanitary and living
conditions and of disciplinary measures
at the American Army classification
camp at St. Algnan, France.

Calls It Dlssrrnce to IT. S.

"Boys say they have to stand In mess
lines for hours In mud and water over
boottops. Some report wounded dropped
dead in line. Taurines ten feet from
tentn. Camp built for 8,000 has 25,000.
Guardhouse full of men who violated
minor rules. If one-tent- h of what re
turned men say Is true, place Is hell hole
and disgrace to army and to the United
States. Boys call it 'Camp Agony.' Urge
Investigation nt once that will assure
country something more than a white
wash."

After reading the despatch Senator
Ixidge asked that it be sent to the Mil-
itary Affairs Committee with a request
for action.

"May l not ask that a copy also be
sent to the Secretary of War so that he
may investigate?" asked Senator Iiwls
(111.), rising to defend the rights of Ihe
Administration.

To this Senator IOdge assented, but
with the comment that It "wouldn't do
any good. '

Criticises Cmup at tlreat.
Ths conditions at fit. Algnan were

paralleled at Brest, according to Scn.itor
New (Ind.), who Interposed at this June
ture to read a newspaper article crlticls
Ing conditions at the camp near that
port.

"Within forty-eig- hours I have
talked with military ofTlcors who left
Brest an late an January 1" nnd they
fully confirm these storif-,- " said Senator
New-- . "What has become of the Secre
tary of War's Investigation of conditions
at that enmp?"' Senator ji Follette then Introduced a
resolution asking the Military Affairs
Committee to Investigate a report on
conditions at the camp at Gum Springs,
Va., where a company of the Motor
Transport Corp3, recruited at tho Uni-
versity of Wisconsin. Is now stationed.
Tho rroolutlon asks these questions:

"Is there nny military nepesHltv for re- -
Italning these organizations in the service
any longer?

'Hae oftl-e- rs of these companies dis
couraged the filing of applications for
discharges without any Just rcawm or for
the purpose of maintaining their own
roslt.ons?

'Have the men been required to per
form services other than In the line of
military duty?"

Tho committee Is directed tn mako
similar Investigation ns to Motor Trans-
port Corps at Camp Humphrey and olher
camps near Washington.

FLIER F0NCK NOW CAPTAIN.

French Are Honored on Rre ot
Trip to United States.

rr.ts, Feb. 7. Ttcno Fonck. tho lead
ing French aviator, was notified y

of his promotion from tho rank of Lieu
tenant to that of captain. He was the
guest of honor nt a luncheon y

before his departure for the United
States on the steamshln La
Touralne,

American Ambassador Shim, who
presided, paid tribute to the great French
ace. saying.

"I would not be a bit surnrlned tn
lenrn that-- (.'apt. Konck. after receiving
a great welcome) In the United States,
was returning to France by airplane."

Kebrnary Misfit for tho Moon.
To the EniTon or The Su.v Sir: In

reply to h question about February Irav.
lug but three changes of the moon in
181S: tha average lunar month being
about twenty-nin- e and a half days, Feb
ruary will .tin as a have onlv three
changei when tho last change In Jan-ar- y

comes within a day and half of
the end of tho month, which should b
roughly about onc-Mt- h of tho Feb-
ruarys having twenty-tig- duys.

A twenty-nin- e day Fobruary with only
three phases would be much moro un
usual. Perhaps somo ono who has ac-
cess to a file of almanacs can tell us
how many such Februarlea have oc-

curred In the last hundred jears.
Washington, February 7. K. H. E..

Y.en the Milk s Dine.
To tub EniTirt or The Si n .Sir; n

would take a rash man to decide who is
right or wrong In tlt controversy con-
cerning the milk situation, linth par.
tics, farmers and middlemen, teem to
have good cause for complaint, accord-
ing to their own point of view.

As for the consumer, whi haa to foot
the bill, lwi can draw some consolation
from tho fact that ho Is not the only
one to feel and look blue about It. Why.
tho color of the milk itself has acquired
a bluish tinge lately.

OriHinr:
Nkw VonK, February 7

rUBMC LECTURES

MANHATTAN
' I'ngllsh Master. " iiik cif a cuirse on

"Paintints tn the Me trnp.iht.in UuHniut ufArt" by Imil Weinberg of . r, y
Amerti'ftn Museum Seentj .pr,th street
and Central Park VV et St'reopiinon
views.

'Current i:ents," hy Nelson 1' V,,i
I'h 1. "f C. C. N V. Hamilton (inner'
tOi We. I I43lh etriet

"Itoineo and Juliet," li- ' l'au'il.
Ins;. V. M. C. A, llar'cm, 3 West l.iiustuct.

The Sun Calendar
THE WEATHER.

lflNIATUUK A1JIAXAC.

Eaa tlics.......7:M A M Sua sets S up v
--mood, scu isMAJt

Hastem Now YoM .

little change In temperature
New Jersey Pair y

flttlo chango In i.miS'Western New York Partly cu",1",'!
day and

nl.llflfinn,i -iinnuii.Uluni rCD. S. Illeh

conssquencs within tho field of Vw.!'
velopm.nt to Ihe eastward. lt,inV
snows continued quite n0,.nsd
ern district, west of the ltockylouT"h,"
nnd thero wero alio tight Inrai '

In the Northw-.sur- State,,dlana and Ohio, and light rain" tJJ
nessea and tho east tlulf nslT,'"'
Klsswhsro fair weather pretal ed t.1peratura changes were not of Importing

P"VII Saturday ?,.;
Mississippi niver, except In ti ,

iiy. whiuTn--
.

low,? "ozv .7dV;,Mississippi valley, .now or rain li pro"
mP"alUr ebtn"decided.

Obssi-rslln- .1 TT.U State Weath.r Tin,...
srsiions isKtn at s P. M. yesterday,nru meridian tune: at;.

Tern- - Italnfall
Bsr- - lut iiftt.flAna StlaK T ometsr. hrs. Wetr,Aouen 10 34 Cltrtl,)Albany JJ a MO!

AUantla City... 44 tO.lt .. ClurBaltimore. 4 to 30.14 .. n,rHlsmarck It o .2 Clf.rnostoa , St 2 :om .. Clurrtnff.to 20 0.O .. CleirChsrleston..., 41 so.oe .. ClMrChicago u 1 10.11 .. Cloudy
Cincinnati.... to :4 SO. 15 .. I'loudriiareiana 33 21 24.11 .01 ClondjDenver 44 21 SUM .. ClouilrDetrntt M !0 SO. 10 .. ClewGalrwton..... 0 M tO.ls .. ClearHelena ao.ia 18 Pt. closerJacksonville,, . 4 ft) st.Oi .. ClearKscsss City,. sn.M .. ClurLos Anseles.. 10.11 fletrMilwaukee . u ro is .. Cl-- ir
New Orleana... 6 eo ton - n.rnkt.fcnm nil. M.l .. ClfMl),Philadelphia...' ii e.U Clf.r1'Ituonrr SO. 11 - ClnrPortland, Me.. S4 21 10 04 .. CIrrortiana, ore.. U 4S SO 06 .M ClmitlfHalt Lake rn-- r 41 li 80.14 .23 ClonirNatl Antonio S9 10.14 .. ClnrMan Frsneltpo.. AO 20.14 .: It, Innan uiego... S4 M M.10 .. (i.iuJ;ht. lyoula.... 12 10 M.zl .. ClcirWashington. IS 30. li Cl-- ir

LOCAL, WEATHER RECORDS,
a. m. i r uBarometer , 10.11 30 11Humidity 1 :wind direction . X. w. W.Wind velocity 24 :iearner Clear cinrPrecipitation Nona Nor.

Th. f . . . , ...
in xms city yesterdsTby " oflrl,, it,shown In the annexed table:

A. M., ! 1 n M.. 35 P M 1.I A. M "a : P. M ?. , 39 7 P M10 A. M. . 31 3 T. M.. 40 p. M j.11 A. M . . 12 T. M . , 41 0 1. M t11 M j; P. M.. 19 10 r! M I,
"1919 "LI mi..A. M... 29 e a r. i. . . st ii12 M 35 9 P M. . . .V

3 I. M... 40 10 1? f!.1 It ..
Highest temperature, 41, at 4 P M'"""i temperature. H. at 6.10 A MAverage temperature. 37.

EVENTS TO-DA-

Club rooms for Massachusetts solJi.ts.I?Ji. nd mr'h"- - East Port) --eightsopen 10 A. M. to 10:JO P JiAddress commemorative 0f Thei-do-

Iloosevelt, by Lawrence Abbott. 11 iaddress by Dr. John It. Mott oil thewar work programme of the V M C v
H"?,tr Jhe .iu, pices of the I.esgue forEJucallon. Carnegie Hall. 10. S

V M

.i.MTf'1"", dlnn'r presentation cf m.1)V ho We rum. Un.. f.t.i,..- -

i.eciure ny .v. n Gallup. In the noun.
,iV.1-".'1J-

P. Kr?,!V- "Animal Punnia--
-- hl"Jrcr' ' Museum. Hrookl) n, 7 1)

M

vr.o!l..n,,.Uu!1, pymphony Society of N
conctrt, 11 A. M

xsil,. by ...' on "Hea.thr
j T' M- - C'P M

n.i'.-"- ?
,Val!v pU.no reclul b''

"""" by
Carnegie Hall. Poaton Symphony f.cl.etV"l:ljSi.0 & --'"'""'-
Meetlnr fiir nlju.- - nt tn itv.H . .

Club. 2 and I p. M., Art Room of ta.Acaderi y. Illustrated lecture on "Thitlrand Canvon nf th inin-d- n . -- ,
Mammoth Cave in Kentucky," by 1) IIHaumgardt. Music Hall, i.30 r VI

1'hlilp C. Cravelle will conduct a lettj-- .
conference on "The Microscope and h
lamera " Science llooni, a. 13 I'. M.. Hrook
15 li Ins nule.

Woman's Prejs Club, meeting. Ws jor'Astoria, j r. m
Ths Jewish Home for Agd and

entertainment and dance, Wnldorf-A.io-- i.

New York Pts'o Chapter. Intern, anI .deration of Catholic Alumnsf, Ua.ior!Astoria, 2 P. M.
.D,l.nr" ' Ju't'ce I.eander D r,Vf.1. aldorf-Aetort- 7 P. M.
The American Committee for th In

pendence of Armenia, dinner, CnariM I.Hughes and William J. Dryan wl ipea.Hotel riasa, 7:1s p, M.
.L"'1!. nnlveraary of the Incorporateit the Boy Hcouta of America.Phlleas Goulet. bars-ton- ar.d JIIm IWMcKenna, soprano, will be the soloists s

the muslcale at the Humanitarian Cult :'West End avenue, I r. i.Normsn Hspgood will apesk m (.League of .Nation with apecia, reft-t- t
'o h" Internationalization of the
Colonlsa." Hrcokln Chamt.r of Comnie.ee
Court and Hemsen streets, 1 V M

sormal opening of the Debarkation llosees House. V. W. C A. Tom fir. t ir.rnd Leilncton avenue, 4 to 10 p M
...P. r ln honor of Mrs Norman n
VVhltehouse hy the New York .state H r
nuffrage party. Hotel niltmore. ; r MPrig. .Gen James Itobh .1 mm h
Twenty-thir- d Regiment. N V C, pn tithe review a dinner will be ser,el jt lis
Crescent Ciub.

Allied Artists of America. Pins ts
Building. H5 West PUtv ..nthfclxth annual exhibition, mil' IVnru- "

Arden Gallery, t Fifth svenue
tlon of paintings of ehlpliull.llnc In , 'under Government cntrn. during

C. Johansen, Until KebriiarArdsley Studios. 110 Column a H-- if

Brooklyn, eshlhltlon of .Tspan--- c orpaintings and other worlvs. I nt, s
ruarv 2$

Arlington Art fiallerles, ; MvV.n
ntie, exhibition of Oriental pam-- i

tnlnla tures by Nicholas Ma i ' - i
Kohruary 15.

Art Alllanee of America, 10 lsst F
sesenih stre-- t, hind de. unite tsi'I nti: February 1"

Ilabo.v--k Art fiallerles 19 His'ninth aireet, pictures hy ,,rst
n1"-- . ho Ing haunts and homes o'
Uarblion Painters.

PererKll ilallery, 24 Past In"street, exhibition of paintings bi w

Kedfleld Until rsbruary .
Pol so m Csllerles, Sto Fifth aienue gf'ip

exhibition of paintings.
Ornller Club, t; nasi ,hi ethhlhltlon of early printed llturir a.

books of hours, mlesals, A
March 13.

Macbeth CSal'.ery. ISO Fifth r.- - -
Mtlon of paintings by Paul Pour e- .

Charles If PaU.
Metropolltsr Museum of Art v

nf iitrk by manufacturers ami '
ehowtng musrunt inf.uer.re

Milch fiallerles. lot Went PI'-
street, exhibition of p ilnCne; .in . l'
msde at the front by fi J W. '
Pebruiiry IS.

National Arte Club, I1D Pa.t
street flftv ser-nn- 4nr.ua. e''.'Amer.ean Water Color ioie I

ruary "A
New York Public Llhrarv I'r

room 321 the war zono in .i

Stuart Oal'.ery, room SIC mas
ment.illsts

Mnetv-sixt- h Street Publl- - t
Past Ninetv-flxt- street, piliv

Carson.
Pratt Insiltule Art Oa'ler ei' "

pointings and drivings by Abe!
til Kebrusrv 15.

Prof. William I! riuthrle mi
.tdrtrees on "Nations. Their v i
nrlcln." In the Mrni.s Aud.l" '
'durational Alliance Mi.s I

ilel.1 wll! sing.
Itepresenlatll e I'retter elf II '

be the chief sti.akor at a lunche '

' Iteivb:ir.n Club. 1 P M
j ! e, lure hv Mis. ,'ai'et V. V " ,

".VtliTlr Vs lleepor.slbl nv In tie' t
'." 'inspires of the r

ntonlro'., A M

Cniit. Cnuafrln fliM V, V. tin"
WxsiltvoTOj. Fob. 7 N.i'
x assigned ritpt I .dw at I

eifln to be iidniinlstr.'ttui' nf W "

ing 'ltipm-lit- . Nw Yorn a '

llawie I'llis to command tho


